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He continued to fight with courage and determination. He memo-
rialized the Colonial Office and the Indian Government from time to
time, pointing out the iniquity of the legislative measures which
their weakness and indifference had enabled the South African states
to impose upon the helpless Indians. He carried on active pro-
paganda work, and appealed to his countrymen in India for their
sympathy and support. In August 1895, we find him writing to
Pherozeshah from Durban on behalf of the Indian community,
appealing for the latter's help in connection with the Immigration
Law Amendment Act passed by the Natal Parliament. The letter-
press on the note-paper described Gandhi as "Agent for the Esoteric
Christian Union and the London Vegetarian Society!"
Later, Gandhi came personally to plead the cause of his fellow-
settlers in South Africa, and toured the country educating Indian
public opinion. Among other places, he delivered an address at
Bombay on 26 September 1896. Pherozeshah presided, and in intro-
ducing the lecturer praised the great skill, pluck, ability and per-
severance shown by the slim young man from Kathiawar, then
unknown to fame, but whose mysticism and asceticism were to
exercise in later years such a tremendous influence over his country-
men of all classes and creeds. A resolution was passed authorizing
the chairman to address the Secretary of State for India, soliciting his
attention to the hardships and disabilities under which Her Majesty's
Indian subjects in South Africa were labouring, as set forth in the
various memorials presented on their behalf, and imploring him to
take suitable measures for their redress.
In pursuance of that resolution, Pherozeshah submitted a lengthy
representation to the Secretary of State, pointing out the harshness
aad injustice of the various measures which one State after another
had adopted for the purpose of reducing to a position of helotry the
settlers whose labour had contributed to the development of the
country. The sheer iniquity of the whole thing needed no demonstra-
tion. A section at least of British public opinion was conscious of the
respoosibilmes of the Imperial Government in the matter. The
Times in a series of powerful articles championed the cause of the
unhappy settlers in a manner which did it credit. With great force it
pointed out!